A Vennture Initiative
Street Pastor Hours
Training

1,118 hrs

Patrol

2,142 hrs
3,260 hrs

Finances

2013 To May 2014

Vennture Income
Donations and Regular Giving

£
11,979.00

Hereford Diocese

5,000.00

Community Safety Partnership

5,000.00

Hereford City Council

5,000.00

Tear Fund (Cinnamon Trust)

2,000.00

The legacy of our founder John
Venn, who is recognised as one of
Hereford’s greatest benefactors,
and his sister Emelia, provides a
firm foundation for the work of
Vennture.
The Venns’ ‘rock solid’ Christian
values were combined with gritty,
‘business like’ determination. They
found lasting solutions to many of
the problems plaguing Hereford in
their time. Their life’s work
addressed every dimension of
poverty – physical, mental and
emotional.

28,979.00
Expenditure on Street Pastors

£

Project Leadership

9,549.53

Office

1,147.19

Uniform and Training

7,710.77

Materials and Equipment

5,781.62

Running Expenses

3,666.89
27,856.00

John Venn founder of
Hereford City Mission.

Street Pastors beneath
the arch on Commercial Road,
built as a memorial to
Emelia and John Venn.

Hereford Street Pastors
Have a Good Time—Come Home Safe
A Vennture initiative supported by
When Street Pastors received The Pride of Herefordshire award
it was a big surprise and a wonderful encouragement. As Faye,
Dave and Rob were receiving the reward from Police
Superintendent Ivan Powell, they were not aware that
someone was writing on our Facebook page:
“I just want to say thank you for helping me out on Saturday. I
was in a bad way. I’d made myself real ill. Thank you for calling
me some help and not looking down on me and giving me a bit
of hope. I wanted to end it all. I’ve got help now, and started to
get on the right path. Thank you and god bless.”

Over 50 years they led a virtuous
revolution empowering local people
to take responsibility for local
problems.
In 1856 they founded Hereford City
Mission to employ people to visit
struggling families – the county’s first
social workers. Today Hereford City
Mission is renamed Herefordshire
Vennture.
John and Emelia Venn are an
inspiration for Vennture today.

After only 5 months on Patrol in Hereford the Street Pastors receive the
Pride of Herefordshire Adult Community Award.

Being recognised by winning an award is fantastic, but being
there for people in their time of need is what we are all about.

As our county is facing so many challenges, I hope this report will inspire us to grasp what people helping people can do.
We must thank the lead professionals in the Police, City and County Councils, the NHS, as well as our MP, Jesse Norman,
for pointing this out to us. Sometimes a relationship can meet needs that are beyond professional approaches.
In the past, as church people we have been too slow to lend our support. Please forgive us.
Rev. Paul Towner – Chair of Vennture Trustees

People Matter
A needle in a haystack… Now you regret getting so

Volunteer

Donate

Support

Give just one night a month.

We appreciate your generosity.

We value your thoughts and prayers.

Street Pastors are there for people –
whatever their need or circumstance.
Our unpaid volunteers show the
power of Jesus’ love in action. Each
week 12 people return to say
“Thank-you”.
If you feel you could support the
work carried out by the Hereford
Street Pastors please contact us.

A Vennture initiative supported by

and:

angry with him. Throwing away the rings seemed so
appropriate at the time; the tears, the pain, the betrayal.
Now you realize how precious those rings are to you.
You’re glad your friend has found your wedding ring but
the engagement ring is still missing…
On hands and knees Street Pastors scour the road with
torches. The lost engagement ring is found – but its
precious diamond is missing. The search continues. The
stone is found.

A girl’s worst nightmare… When you lost your mates it was a good idea to team up with someone – you knew you
were a bit tipsy. You’d be safe with an older man, he seemed like a decent guy. Is he? His hands are wandering, you
feel trapped; you can’t get away. He walks you bare-foot towards the taxis. Where is he taking you?
Wait, it’s one of those kind people your friends keep talking about - a Street Pastor? You pause in a muddle of
confused and scary thoughts. The man’s grasp loosens as one of the Street Pastors talks to him about the night
he’s having. He is distracted – you feel set free.
You walk on with the Street Pastor, your fear is behind you, still talking with the other Street Pastor.
Continued on Next Page
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People Matter
...continued

Age of People Assisted

A Street Pastor completes 50 hours of training.
Training focusses on the steps we follow to help
people safely. It provides insight into the issues
we deal with on the streets each night.

The pavement hit me… I was just
buying chips with friends. Now
everything has gone blank. Where
did the world go? My friend’s
shouting. What is he panicking
about? Who is he talking to?
Ambulance…? For who…? Something
is trickling down my forehead –
nothing makes sense.
Where did this blanket come from?
Who is this woman in the baseball
cap laying me on my side and feeling
my head? Blue lights arrive.

Hours Invested in Training

In twelve months Street Pastors have helped
1 in 8 of Hereford’s 18 to 25 year olds.

Helping the Injured or Impaired

1 in 3 incidents are medically related
but take up 60% of patrol time.

No head for heights… Dressing in
drag for a stag night seemed like a
great idea. The outfit looks great, if a
little embarrassing. Still it is just for
one night. You know you are in
trouble when you get out of the car.
You are completely sober and yet
standing up is a real problem; it’s
the heels – fashionable but
impractical!
At midnight hope comes: the first
stag to be rescued from those heels
by the Street Pastor’s flip flops.

Street Alcohol

Street Pastors have removed 1,402 bottles
from the streets of Hereford.

Incidents Handled by Patrols
Total

Time

Average

Supporting the Vulnerable

100

19 hrs

12 mins

Helping the Injured or Impaired

156

79 hrs

31 mins

Keeping People Safe

76

20 hrs

16 mins

Preventing Antisocial Behaviour

80

16 hrs

12 mins

Totals

412

134 hrs 19 mins

[September to May]

“These Street Pastors have been even more successful than
my wildest expectations. Thanks for everything you’re doing.”
Inspector Nick Semper—Hereford Safer Neighbourhoods Team

In a year 45 Street Pastors have helped 2,008 people, 75% aged 18-25… 601 pairs of flip-flops and 526 bottles of water have been given out... First-aid was given to 90 people and 377 alcohol impaired people were assisted.
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